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ROTARY CLUB OF CESSNOCK The Rotary Club of Cessnock
CH AR’[ER MEMB ER S A Legacy That Endures

e In the vibrant history of Cessnock, a town nestled in
. the heart of Australia's Hunter Valley, there are count-
B less stories of community, camaraderie, and commit-

® ' ment. One such story began in 1937 with the founding
) of the Rotary Club of Cessnock. Today, we celebrate
not just a photograph from that significant year, but the
' enduring legacy of service and leadership that
continues to thrive within our community.

A Glimpse into the Past

The photograph from 1937 captures a pivotal
i\, | moment: the formation of the Rotary Club of
Cessnock. This image is more than just a collection of
faces; it is a testament to the vision and dedication of
the club's founding members. At the forefront of this
group were Jim Johnson, the club's first President, and
Jack Pryor, the first Secretary. Their leadership la1d the
: \1 foundation for what would become a cornerstone of
community service in Cessnock.

The Founding Members

* Jim Johnson, First President:

Jim Johnson's commitment to the principles of Rotary and his leadership skills were instrumental in steering the club
through its formative years. His vision for a service-oriented community organization set the tone for the Rotary Club
of Cessnock's future endeavours.

» Jack Pryor, First Secretary:

Jack Pryor's organisational skills and dedication to service played a crucial role in establishing the administrative and
operational framework of the club. His meticulous record-keeping and correspondence ensured that the club ran
smoothly and efficiently from the very beginning.

A Legacy of Service

Since its inception, the Rotary Club of Cessnock has been a beacon of service and support within our community.
From fundraising efforts to support local initiatives, to providing aid during times of crisis, the club has remained true
to its mission of "Service Above Self." The spirit of the founding members lives on in the current members who con-
tinue to volunteer their time, energy, and resources to make Cessnock a better place for all.

A Call to the Community

As we celebrate this historical photo and the legacy it represents, we invite you, the members of the Cessnock com-
munity, to take a closer look. Do you recognise any of the faces in the photograph? Could one of them be your
ancestor? We would love to hear from you and learn more about the individuals who helped shape the Rotary Club of
Cessnock. Please reach out to us if you can identify any of the founding members or if you have stories and memories
to share about their contributions to our community. Your insights will help us preserve and honour the rich history of
our club.

Looking to the Future

The Rotary Club of Cessnock continues to grow and evolve, but our core values remain unchanged. As we look to the
future, we are inspired by the dedication of those who came before us. Their legacy of service, leadership, and
community spirit guides us as we strive to make a positive impact.

Together, let's celebrate our past, honour the contributions of our founding members, and continue to build a bright
future for the Rotary Club of Cessnock.

part of our ongoing journey
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Youth Exchange History.
I had a very pleasant surprise yesterday when we had a comment on one of our Cessnock Rotary
posts by one of our past Youth Exchange students. Kalyx Bautista Monge was our student 30 years
ago from Mexico. From memory Lauri and Norma Murphy were his Councilor and was probably
hosted by the Carvers, Beckmores and Jacksons families. The photo on the top is Kalyx with Lauri
and Norma and Kalyx giving his farewell speech at the end of his year in Cessnock. The lower pho-
tos are at the Rothbury Estate (now Hope Estate) where we held the International night every year in
the Cask Hall. Depending on the country of our youth exchange student, we would invite the ambas-
sador of that country to be the guest of the club for that very special International Night, along with
other exchange students in our District 9670 at the time. The ambassador of Mexico and his wife are
on the bottom left photo. The International Night was probably the highlight of every Rotary year,
back in those days. It was always a very formal occasion attended by the local mayor, members of
parliament and Rotary District representatives.
It was a very pleasant surprise to hear from Kalyx after 30 years and it sure brought back such won-
derful memories of Rotary in a not too distant past.

THE MAGIC OF ROTARY is the theme for 2024 2025 "In every

N corner of the globe, Rotary brings the magic of hope, compassion,
o and change. Like magicians of goodwill, Rotarians weave together
threads of service, turning dreams into reality and challenges into
triumphs. With each project, each act of kindness, we unleash the
power of Rotary to create lasting impact and transform lives. To-
gether, let's continue to spread the magic of Rotary, illuminating
darkness with light, and making our world shine brighter for genera-
tions to come."
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Spirit Of Giving- Fundraising Hub

Thank you to the very generous Rotary Club of Cessnock for donating a male and
female bike for a father and daughter who were utilising our free laundry facilities
while living in emergency housing in the Cessnock LGA. Being mobile has given
them the freedom to move around the city with ease
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The Australian Light Aircraft Championships

The Australian Light Aircraft Championships (ALACs) are a national competition between
member clubs of the RFACA and have been conducted annually for over 60 years.

The championships are conducted over two days at a different location each year, with a sched-
uled practice day immediately before. This year the event was held at Cessnock Airport and The
Rotary Club of Cessnock was there to provide hot breakfasts and hot lunches each day.

The championships are open to non-professional pilots who are members of RFACA member
aero clubs, who are licensed and appropriately endorsed. The aircraft utilised are light general
aviation aircraft, usually C152s, C172s and Warriors.

The Rotary Club of Cessnock is always there to help out wherever we can. We might be a small
club but we are very dedicated to serving the community. We have so many projects on the go on a
continuous basis. We don’t just do BBQs even though we do a lot of those. We feed the people that
need a bit of a help every Wednesday at the Uniting Church Hall. We provide a Scone and a cuppa
every Friday morning at Marthaville Cottage. We help feed the youngsters at the PCYC every
Friday night. We receive and repair bikes to donate to people that can’t afford one. Plus we have
many programs to help our younger students. The Interact Club is running really well again at
Cessnock High. As you can see from the photo above, we always do it with a smile on our faces.
It’s really rewarding to help others. Why not come and join us. We meet at the Supporters Club on
Thursdays from 6pm.




The Rotary Club of Cessnock Supports Ampcontrol
Origin Legends Charity Golf Day for Westpac Rescue

I

On Wednesday, June 19, 2024, the Rotary Club of Cessnock proudly participated in the Ampcontrol
Origin Legends Charity Golf Day by providing free sausage sandwiches to the golfers. The event is
aimed at raising crucial funds for the Westpac Rescue Helicopters. This annual event brought to-
gether community leaders, sports legends, and enthusiastic golfers for a day of fun and philanthro-
py at Cypress Lakes one of the region's most picturesque golf courses




4 Cessnock Rotary
- _ A sSponsor
East Coast Law 1300 327 826 admin@eastcoastlaw.com.au

We want to take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge one of our proud sponsors, East Coast
Law.

East Coast Law is a full-service law firm offering a wide range of legal services, guidance, and
representation to clients in Newcastle and its surrounding areas. With a highly experienced legal
team providing expertise in legal matters including conveyancing, family law, estate planning,
business law, and criminal law, East Coast Law is your go-to for all your legal needs.

East Coast Law Contact Information:

Phone: 02 4958 5363

Email: admin@eastcoastlaw.com.au

Address: 3 Aluminium Close, Edgeworth NSW 2285

Website: https://www.eastcoastlaw.com.au/
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Our club is pleased to welcome a New Sponsorship for the 24/25 Financial year

Jason from JWN Electrical has generously offered to support us

If you are looking for an Electrician, Jason is your man. Help us support his local business, as his
support of Rotary , allows us to support the community
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FREE BHEAHFASI AND LUNCH EVERY WEDNESDAY
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AND OPERATED FUNERAL SERVICE NULKAEA
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PRE-PAID FUNERALS Book an appointment at one of our offices or in the
AVAILABLE comfort of your own home with our mo PRE-PAID

FUMERALS bile representatives. / ! | ' . Talking about death can be

daunting, but it"s better 1o do
LOCK IN THE PRICE : o
TODAY! CESSMOCK 206 Wollombi Rd when we're well rather than

wait until it's toa latel
KURRI KURRI 182 Barton 5t
DOCUMENT YOUR
WISHES EAST MAITLAND 120 Melbourne St

= Wills
1300 130 955 Est 1843  creightonefuneralservice.com.au | Reserve your seating please email creightons@palmdalegroup.com.au

COMMENCING AT 10AM
S Patricks of Mulkals, Qi Wine Countng
Dirfvie B Kerloaw Sreet Cessnock = Talk to your loved ones

= Advance Care Directives
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Peace of mind with a Prepaid Funeral Plan

Creightons Funeral Service are 100% Australian owned and
operated for over 180 years.

A Prepaid Funeral Planc

* Locks the price in at today's rates

« Respects your wishes

» Eases the emotional and financial burden on your loved ones

Book an appointment at one of our Hunter offices or in the
comfort of your own home with our mobile representatives.

Office Locations:

KURRI KURRI 182-186 Barton Street, Xurrl Kurri
EAST MAITLAND 120 Melbourne Street, East Maitland
CESSNOCK 206 Wollombl Road, Cessnock

24/7 Call line
creightonsfuneralservice.com.au 1300 130 955



OUR NEW SPONSOR OZWALD PLUMBING SERVICES

Oswald Plaumbing Sorvices

Oswald Plumbing Services

0407 000 881
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Vow Renewals Baby
Funeral Services
Milestone family events
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Based in Millfield, serving the Hunt
and beyond!
m: 0425279 939

e: llyndanairn@gmail.
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Phone: Thornleigh - (02) 8599 9088
/ Cessnock — (02) 4990 1046

Locations:

Thornleigh: 17 Sefton Rd, Thornleigh,
NSW 2120 (Inside Tempus Sports)

Cessnock: Unit 1, 384 Wollombi Road,
Bellbird 2325

Email: matthew@opt.net.au
Website: www.opt.net.au

OPTIMUM HEALTH SOLUTIONS
IS ALSO ANOTHER ONE
OF OUR NEW SPONSORS
Health Solutions

Optimum Health Solution's
Multidisciplinary Model



mailto:matthew@opt.net.au
http://www.opt.net.au

Jurds 3

People you can dtfpend on

ty professionals in the Hunter Valley.
If youare looking to buy, sell or-rent, our team are hereto help.
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www.jurds.com.au | properties@jurds.com.au ‘ 02 4991 4000

WEEKENDA

Email: stay@weekenda.com
Phone (toll free): 02 8840 2852

https://www.weekenda.com.au/

CESSNOCK ROTARY - SPONSORSHIP

Opportunities and benefits your business can gain by SPONSORING The Rotary Club of Cessnock.

Our club is dedicated to making a positive impact in the local community through various projects and
initiatives, and we believe that YOUR BUSINESS can play a crucial role in this mission

Sponsoring our club demonstrates your commitment to the local community . It show cases your business
as a socially responsible organisation that cares about the well-being and development of the area

As a sponsor, your business will be prominently featured in our events, marketing materials, and commu-
nications. This increased visibility can enhance your brand’s recognition and reputation among commu-
nity members and beyond.

We have various sponsorship tiers available, each offering different levels of recognition and benefits.
Please contact us if you would like more information cessnockrotary@gmail.com




